
74 Grammar

Clauses and Complex Sentences
A clause is a group of words with a subject and a 
verb. A dependent clause begins with a word such as 
because or when. It cannot stand alone as a sentence. An 
independent clause can stand alone.

 Dependent Clause  when we saw Yosemite 
 Independent Clause  It was a beautiful fall day.

A sentence made up of a dependent clause and an 
independent clause is a complex sentence. When 
the dependent clause comes fi rst in the sentence, it 
is followed by a comma.

• When we saw Yosemite, it was a beautiful fall day.
• It was a beautiful fall day when we saw Yosemite.

 Write the dependent clause in each sentence.

 1. We value our national parks because they are so wild.
 2. Although people love cities, the wilderness is special.

  Write the independent clause in each sentence.

 3. Until a law was passed, our country 
had no national parks.

 4. As you probably know, there 
are many parks today.
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�7RITE�THE�CLAUSE�IN�THE�SENTENCE�THAT�IS�NAMED�IN���	�
) STANDS�FOR) INDEPENDENT AND�T $�FOR DEPENDENT�

�� 3INCE�)�LAST�WROTE��WE�VE�MADE�BIG�PLANS���)	
� �� !FTER�SCHOOL�GETS�OUT��4ED�CAN�TAKE�US�CAMPING���$	
� �� 7E�LL�GO�TO�"AXTER�3TATE�0ARK�BECAUSE�IT�S�REALLY�WILD���)	
� �� )F�THE�WEATHER�IS�GOOD��WE�CAN�CLIMB�-T��+ATAHDIN���$	
� �� 7E�WON�T�PLAN�OUR�ROUTE�UNTIL�WE�VE�STUDIED�THE�MAP�

�$	
� �� "EFORE�WE�GO��WE�NEED�TO�DECIDE�ABOUT�FOOD���$	
� �� !LTHOUGH�THE�TRIP�IS�JUST�A�WEEK��WE�LL�NEED�MANY

ITEMS���)	
� �� )T�WILL�BE�HARD�WORK�BECAUSE�WE�LL�HAVE�HEAVY�PACKS��

�$	
� �� 4ED�WON�T�TAKE�US�ON�THE�TRIP�UNLESS�WE�FOLLOW�HIS�

ORDERS���)	
���� ,ET�ME�KNOW�SOON�IF�YOU�CAN�COME���)	

�#OMBINE�EACH�PAIR�OF�SIMPLE�SENTENCES��5SE�THE�WORD
IN���	��7RITE�THE�COMPLEX�SENTENCE�

���� 4HE�WEATHER�WAS�BEAUTIFUL��7E�GOT�TO�THE�PARK���WHEN	
���� 7E�COULDN�T�SEE�THE�MOUNTAIN��)T�WAS�DARK���BECAUSE	
���� 7E�LIT�A�FIRE��7E�FOUND�A�CAMPSITE���AFTER	
���� %VEN�BURNED�OATMEAL�TASTES�GOOD��9OU�ARE�HUNGRY���IF	
���� 7E�LL�HAVE�A�GOOD�BREAKFAST��7E�LEAVE�TOMORROW��

�BEFORE	
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� 7RITE�THE�LETTER�OF�THE�INDEPENDENT�CLAUSE�IN�EACH�GROUP�

�� ! UNLESS�YOU�WANT�
TO�FREEZE

" WHEN�YOU�PACK
#� IF�YOU�LIKE�HOT�FOOD
$ CARRY�MATCHES

WITH�YOU

�� !� BECAUSE�WE
STARTED�LATE

" ALTHOUGH�WE�RE�
VERY�TIRED

#� WE�HAVE�A�LONG
WAY�TO�GO

$ SINCE�WE�GOT�LOST

�� ! )�LOOK�FORWARD
TO�LUNCH�

" AFTER�WE�VE�WALKED�A�
LONG�WAY

#� WHEN�)�M�CAMPING
$ BECAUSE�)�GET�REALLY�

HUNGRY

�� !� AFTER�WE�GET�HOME
"� UNLESS�THEY�RE

REALLY�BAD
#� )�LL�SEND�YOU�

SOME�PHOTOS
$� IF�YOU�RE�INTERESTED

�� )�M�GOING�TO�NEED�A�REST
�WE�GET�TO�THE�SUMMIT�

!� SINCE� # AND
" BECAUSE $ AFTER

�� �THERE�S�A�TORNADO�
WE�RE�GOING�TO�MAKE�IT�

!� 5NTIL� # 7HEN
" 3INCE� $ 5NLESS

�� �WE�CAN�T�LIGHT�A�FIRE�
WE�LL�EAT�SANDWICHES�

!� /R� # "EFORE
" 3INCE� $ "UT

�� 4HE�DOG�GROWLS� �SHE�
HEARS�THE�COYOTES�HOWLING�

!� ALTHOUGH� # OR
" WHEN� $ BUT

� 7RITE�THE�LETTER�OF�THE�WORD�THAT�SHOULD�INTRODUCE�EACH
DEPENDENT�CLAUSE��
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� 7RITE�) IF�THE�UNDERLINED�GROUP�OF�WORDS�IS�AN�INDEPENDENT�)
CLAUSE��7RITE $�IF�IT�IS�A�DEPENDENT�CLAUSE�

� �� 7HEN�SCHOOL�IS�OUT��WE�WILL�VISIT�MY�UNCLE�"ILLY �
� �� "EFORE�HE�RETIRED��HE�WORKED�IN�.EW�9ORK�#ITY�
� �� (E�MOVED�TO�6ERMONT AFTER�HE�BOUGHT�AN�OLD�FARMG �

�� !LTHOUGH�HE�S�NOT�A�FARMER��HE�LOVES�LIFE�IN�6ERMONT�
�� 7E�WILL�STAY�ALL�OF�!UGUSTY G �UNLESS�THE�WEATHER�S�BAD�
�� )F�THERE�ARE�MOSQUITOESQ ��MY�MOM�WILL�WANT�TO�GO

HOME�
� �� )T�S�FUN�FOR�ME BECAUSE�5NCLE�"ILL�HAS�A�POND��
� �� /NCE�WE�WENT�SWIMMING AS�THE�FULL�MOON�WAS�RISINGG�

�� 3INCE�MY�SISTER�S�ONLY�THREE� SHE�CAN�T�SWIM�YETY �
���� )�HOPE�WE�CAN�STAY UNTIL�SCHOOL�BEGINSG �

� #OMBINE�EACH�PAIR�OF�SIMPLE�SENTENCES��5SE�THE�WORD�IN
��	��7RITE�THE�COMPLEX�SENTENCE�

��� ,OU�SAT�IN�THE�FRONT��(E�HAD�NEVER�BEEN�IN�A�CANOE�
�SINCE	

���� 7E�PADDLED�UPSTREAM��7E�WERE�TIRED���UNTIL	
���� 7E�STOPPED��7E�CAME�TO�A�GOOD�PLACE�FOR�LUNCH�

�WHEN	
���� 4HE�SWIMMING�WAS�GREAT��4HE�WATER�WAS�COLD��

�ALTHOUGH	
���� 7E�LL�GO�AS�FAR�AS�,AKE�"ANYAN��)T�BEGINS�TO�RAIN��

�UNLESS	
���� #ANOE�TRIPS�ARE�FUN��4HE�WEATHER�IS�GOOD���IF	
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78 Writing

Style
Too many short, simple sentences can make 
your writing dull and choppy. Create a smooth, 
fl owing style by combining simple sentences to 
create compound or complex sentences.

 Simple Sentences   We were tired. We 
wanted to reach 
the summit. 

 Compound Sentence   We were tired, but 
we wanted to reach 
the summit.

 Complex Sentence   Although we were 
tired, we wanted to 
reach the summit.

 Combine the two short, choppy sentences. Use the word 
in ( ). Write the compound or complex sentence.

 1. It was three in the afternoon. We finally reached the 
summit. (when)

 2. We were all hungry. We stopped for lunch. (and)

 Write a short narrative about a place that you love to visit. 
Include at least one compound sentence and one complex 
sentence.
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#OMPOUND�AND�
COMPLEX�SENTENCES�
CREATE�A�mOWING�
STYLE��

!UTHOR�USES�VIVID�
WORDS�AND�IMAGES
TO�RECALL�INTERESTING�
INCIDENTS�

3ENTENCES�VARY�IN�
STYLE�AND�LENGTH��


